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JK News

To kickstart an extra long winter-zman, 
the Jerusalem Kollel unleashed a high 
profile symposium featuring world 
renowned Rabbis: 
Rabbi Shlomo Farhi (Rabbi of the 
Edmond J. Synagogue in Manhattan), 
Rabbi Daniel Rowe (Executive Director 
of Aish UK), and Rabbi Yoel Gold (speaker 
and founder of the Hashkifa channel).  
The evening’s theme w a s 
“How EVERYONE can 
make a difference!”, 
moderated by our 
own legendary MC, 
Rabbi Moshe Chaim 
Lister. 
The Rabbis shared 
personal experiences 
andcreative strategies to 
be used as ingredients for success, 
within the reach of every inspired kiruv 
professional. 

A tremendous expression of gratitude 
goes to the event’s masterminds - 
Rabbi Berisch Ludmir and Rabbi 
Chaim Friedman and, of course, the 
outstanding Rabbis for their precious 
time and priceless counsel.  
A complete recording of the JK 
symposium can be found HERE 

On another note, the Kollel hosted 
a Melave Malka. our alumnus Rabbi 
Binyomin Weinrib, Rav of Mordy’s 
Shtiebel in Jackson, was the guest 
speaker at the packed event. Rabbi 
Weinrib highlighted the importance 
of a mekarev living and striving for 
kirvas Hashem and that in order to be 
successful they must truly believe in the 
product that they are selling. The speech 

was followed by a spirited Q&A session 
and punctuated by lively niggunim.

We are reminding the JK alumni to sign 
up for the exclusive  JK alumni event “The 
Vault - Where treasures are shared & 
initiatives are launched“ happening 
11.7-11.8. 
To register click HERE

We would like to congratulate our dear 
Meshiv, Rabbi Gabi Kruskal, shlita and 
the JK Daf Yomi Chabura on the siyum 
of Maseches Beitza!

We’d also like to congratulate our 
esteemed alumni who are starting new 
positions: 

• R.Boruch Chaim Dunner - Olami 
Campus Outreach at IDC Herzliya 

• R.Binny Geizhals - Director of 
Outreach, YP Kiruv, Brownstone, Tel 
Aviv

• R.Moshe Kaplan - Director of Olami 
Campus at IDC Herzliya

• R.Moshe Marcus - Educator/Mentor 
at Reishit Yerushalyim, Beit Shemesh

• R.Chaim Parnes - Assistant Rabbi/
Adult education at Machzikei Torah, 
Antwerp

• R.Luzzy Tendler - Assistant Rabbi/
Adult education - Brookhaven Branch 
of ASK (Atlanta)

• R.David Visser - Director of 
“Movement”, Amsterdam 

• R.Asher Gluck - YP Outreach for 
Olami Manhattan

May Hashem give them tremendous 
hatzlacha and siyata d´Shmaya in their 
work!
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JK HASHKAFA

The finale of the Yomim Noraim is 
Simchas Torah. The Yom Tov where we 
declare our love for the Torah.
In Rav Hirsch‘s Collected Writings, he 
writes about each month and its unique 
mitzvos. Interestingly, his longest piece 
is on the month of Cheshvan and the 
mitzvah of לאהלך והלכת  בבקר   Devarim) ופנית 
16:7) which he interprets as taking the 
Yomim Noraim home with us. 

The link between the Yomim Noraim 
to the rest of the year is Torah. Simchas 
Torah is the conclusion of the Yomim 
Noraim and is a testament to our love 
for Torah, as we say every day ‘Ki Heim 
Chayeinu’. That’s what we take home.
If we think about it, Shemini Atzeres 
doesn`t commemorate any occurrence 
in history.  Rather it’s the day that Hashem 
tells us ‘Kasheh Alei Pridas’chem‘. The 
Yesod of Shemini Atzeres is that there is 
no Preida. The Simchas HaTorah tells us 
that there is no Preida. 

On Shemini Atzeres, Hashem is telling 
us that in order to remain connected to 
him throughout the rest of the year we 
must live with Torah.
In the great yeshivas in Europe they 
used to say ‘The big days (of Tishrei) are 
in preparation for the long nights (of 
learning) of the winter‘.
Learning Torah isn’t just the pursuit 
of saying a Shtikel Torah, rather every 
word of Torah is mechayev, every word is 
Emess, it’s real, it’s the way to live.
We should want the Torah to make us 
wise. We should want to know through 
Torah the way Hashem wants us to live. 

That is the way we approach Torah. 
As a kid in our Shtiebel there were all 
kinds of men, many of them survivors. 
Their prime years were spent in the 
concentration camps instead of in 
Yeshivos. So although they knew the 
minhagim very well, they couldn’t really 
learn a gemarah. But come Simchas 
Torah and they would all be dancing! I 
remember them dancing belatedly to 
the tune of ‘Ki Heim Chayeinu’. 

I always wondered what it was that they 
were celebrating? What was their ‘Ki 
Heim Chayeinu’? 
The answer is, they understood that 
Torah is our life. They might not have 
been able to learn a Tosafos, but they 
understood what Torah was really  about. 
So while we have to make sure to be in 
love with learning Torah, we must not 
miss out on the other aspect of Ki Heim 
Chayeinu which is that Torah is our life. 
The Torah is what sets us apart from the 
other Nations. 

A yid that learns Torah has a different 
Tzuras Ha’adam.
So we must make sure to look at the 
Torah as a guide to life and not just 
as a hobby or a learning experience. 
Additionally, we must recognize and 
appreciate how the Torah transforms us 
into different beings.
This is the message we must carry 
through the winter and beyond.

written & edited by Rabbi Zvi Gefen and 
Rabbi Berisch Ludmir

JK SIMCHAS

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Yosef Shapiro
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Menachem Shleider
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Zvi Pomerantz
 Baby Girl

 Rabbi & Rebbetzin Yizy Blumenstien
 Baby Boy

Rabbi & Rebbetzin David Azancot
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Chaim Friedman
 Baby Girl
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JK ALUMNI

In this edition we feature an exclusive 
interview with the world renown speaker 
and lecturer, founder of the Hashkifa 
channel and of course JK alumnus - 
Rabbi Yoel Gold:

How did you start to 
produce videos/tell 
stories?

RG: If you told me 
ten years ago, when I 
left Kollel, that I would 
be doing what I’m doing 
today, I wouldn’t have believed you. 
I‘ve been a congregational rabbi, a 
high school rebbi, a post Yeshiva Beis 
Medrash program director, and was 
on the ground doing front-line kiruv. All 
this before I started doing any videos. 

There was so much trial and error and 
risk-taking before I discovered what 
works for me. It’s important to put 
yourself out there until you discover 
what you’re good at and what works for 
you! 
Even the actual format of the videos 
themselves involved trial and error. My 
first videos had a different style and 
weren’t successful. Platforms like Aish.
com rejected them and wouldn’t even 
post them. 

Five years ago, my wife’s aunt told me 
a story about her meeting a soldier she 
was davening for. The story moved me 
so much, I felt I just had to share it with 
the world. I asked her if she would be 
willing to get on camera with him to 
tell the story. I didn’t have intentions of 
narrating it, but my wife encouraged 
me to narrate it, saying how she hears 
me tell stories to our kids every night 
when I put them to bed, and thinks I am 
good at it. When the videos received 
over 100,000 views in less then 36 hours, I 

knew this is the beginning of something 
big.

Should Mekarvim be using more 
technology? 

RG: Absolutely! Today, people are living 
on their phones. Our data and numbers 
show that most of our views come from 
phones (not laptops, desktops, iPads 
etc.) 
We need to take advantage of that and 
use it. It’s as easy as posting to your 
WhatsApp status, where all your saved 
contacts can see your message. We 
must take advantage of that.

What is the biggest difficulty or 
challenge you are facing? 

RG: It’s a good question because it points 
to a truth not many of us are willing to 
talk about openly. 
Yes. I am faced with struggles and 
challenges and am constantly forced to 
grow in my private, personal, and public 
life. People meet me and say to me “I feel 
like I know you because I’ve watched so 
many of your videos.” 
Really knowing someone requires you 
to understand their struggles at least as 
well as their talents. 
So I appreciate the question. What 
exactly my struggles are (they change 
from day to day and even from moment 
to moment) isn’t as important as 
knowing that I struggle. Period.

 What makes the JK unique?

RG: You! The JK doesn’t box you in, it 
doesn’t put you into a cookie cutter 
mold. It gives you the tools to make a 
difference by you being be you. Rebbi 
always insists on using YOUR kochos. 
That’s the most powerful thing you have 
going for you. Your authentic self!

To donate to the Jerusalem Kollel click HERE 
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