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JK News
This month on separate occasions JK 
alumni Rabbi Yanky Samet and Rabbi 
Yoni Ganger spoke at the JK about their 
experiences in Campus Kiruv.   

Also, the Kollel featured a “reversed” 
symposium in which two students of JK 
alumni, Jodeci Joseph (student of Rabbi 
Uri Debson, JLE) and Josh Graham 
(student of Rabbi Naftali Hanfling, JAM 
UCLA) spoke about how Kiruv looks from 
“the other side”. The symposium was 
moderated by the man with the golden 
voice and wonderful Scottish accent, JK 
alumnus Rabbi Jonny Kersh (Executive 
Director of J-Beatz).
A complete recording can be found 
HERE.

Rabbi Aiyden Breiter has 
been the life of the JK 
in the recent years 
and he is leaving 
us now to become 
Director of Schools 
at CHAZAK, London. 
His absence will 
definitely be noticed 
in the JK. 
We’d also like to congratulate Rabbi 
Moshe Chaim Lister who became 
the Assistant Rabbi for the Bushey 
and District Congregation, United 
Synagogue, London (Youth and North 

Bushey Outreach).
May Hashem give them tremendous 
hatzlacha and siyata d´Shmaya in their 
work!

We want to congratulate JK alumnus 
Rabbi Yosef Shapiro on the publication 
of his new book ”In it Together - A Candid 
View of Infertility” which provides basic 
knowledge of how to deal with infertility. 
The book is available HERE and in 
bookstores. 
May Hashem help him to spread 
knowledge and awareness in this 
essential area!
 
We send our condolences to our alumnus 
Rabbi Yossi Oratz on the passing of his 
brother
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

A heartfelt Mazel Tov to our legendary 
Rabbi Don Farahan upon his 
engagement to Chanah Loring from 
Beit Shemesh!

Save the date! After lots of anticipation 
the Chag HaSmicha will finally take 
place on February 14th.
If you want your wishes to the 
musmachim or acknowledgement 
to the Kollel to be printed in the JK 
ChagHaSmicha Journal please click 
HERE    
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 Rabbi & Rebbetzin Adi Isaacs
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Moshe Rosenwasser
Baby Boy

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Natanel Greenwald
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Eliezer Kanner
 Baby Boy

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Avrumi Weiss
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Daniel Braude
 Baby Boy
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JK HASHKAFA

The Torah writes lo tov heyot haadam 
levado (Bereshit 2:18). Why is it not good 
for man to be alone?

The Medrash (Bereshis Rabba 8:10) brings 
that the angels mistakenly wanted to 
sing shira to man because they thought 
that he´d created the world! 

Hashem created Chava to show that 
He is the only creator and the human is 
merely a creation from Hashem.

I always ask – if the angels thought that 
Adam was the creator, what did Adam 
think of himself?!

The greatest obstacle for the human 
being´s progress is when he’s left 
unchecked and unchallenged. 
When there’s nobody to demand an 
explanation for his actions or challenge 
his values, then the person will end up 
thinking he is a deity. Look around at 
what is happening in the world today—
no matter what you say or do, people 
aren’t allowed to challenge you. If 
someone questions you – they are wrong 
for asking!

lo tov heyot haadam levado because if 
there’s no one around to offer a reality 

check, then man will live his life thinking 
everything he does is right.

We are all good people and yet we’ve 
all seen that there are bad middos that 
surface only after marriage. Sometimes, 
marriage has this magic of bringing 
out the worst in us. Most of a person’s 
tikkun haMiddos will (should) happen in 
marriage. Developing that relationship 
will inevitably build one ‘s middos.

The Maharal writes that unlike the 
animals, men and women are two 
different briyos (they were created with 
two different ma´amarim), and the 
differences between men and women 
are not accidental. 

To make one marriage out of two 
completely different creations calls for 
a lot of avodas haMiddos. To become 
full partners means learning a new 
vocabulary, learning a new mindset, and 
learning to be supportive of one another 
even when you don’t understand 
each other. And of course, learning to 
understand each other and sacrifice for 
one another. 
This is the purpose and beauty of 
marriage. 

written by Rabbi Zvi Gefen

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Avrohom Zeidman
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Yossi Oratz
Bar Mitzva

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Yehuda Appelbaum
Baby Boy

JK ALUMNI
In this edition we are featuring an 
exclusive interview with the famous 
dating and marriage expert, author of 
“The Complete Guidebook to Family 
Purity” and of course JK alumnus, Rabbi 
Reuven Epstein

Dating today is very different from the 
way it was even one generation ago 
(more and longer dates, social media, 
etc.). 
How do you view this change?

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Don Farahan
Engagement

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Berisch Ludmir
Baby Boy

The purpose of marriage 
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The most significant change is in the 
people themselves rather than the 
dating format. Whereas most items were 
not disposable in previous generations, 
today, everything is replaceable, 
including relationships. We are dealing 
with an age that is more emotionally 
needy than ever before on the one hand 
and less committed on the 
other hand.

What is, in your 
opinion, the biggest 
issue that couples 
are facing today in 
Sholom Bais?

Distraction. 
Most couples today have so many things 
that take them away from one another. 
This leads to divisiveness and lack of 
quality time. 
Once the cracks in the marriage start 
and distance is created, resentment 
and disrespect have room to fester and 
grow.The solution is to reinforce the 
commitment to the relationship, limit 
distraction, and redouble the focus on 
one another. There you go: hours of 
therapy in just four sentences :)

With the rise of feminism, how do 
we present the beauty of the Jewish 
home/marriage to the world out there?

Without a doubt, a grounded-Torah-
based marriage is a happy marriage, 
where the husband and wife each feel 
content and fulfilled, where there is a 
true commitment to providing for one 
another unconditionally, the same way 
Hashem provides for us without 
expecting anything in return. That 
reality has to be lived and then shown to 
the world. You can’t show it or teach it if 
you don’t live it.

What is generally the biggest 
challenge/difficulty that you are facing 
in your job?

HaYom katzar v’hamelacha merubah 
Finding time for everything is my 
biggest challenge. My family always 
comes first, but many things are vying 
for second place. I constantly tell myself 
lo alecha hamlacha ligmor v’lo atta ben 
chorin l’hibatel mimenah. At the end of 
the day, we’re dedicated to Hashem’s 
children, so the siyata d´Shmaya is felt 
daily.

What makes the JK unique?

The JK changed my life. Rebbi has 
demonstrated a thought-out approach 
to nearly every area of life, from getting 
married, raising children, davening, you 
name it, aside from the unique learning 
of areas of halacha. Coupled with the 
unique chevra Rabbi Blackman and 
Rabbi Boretsky put together, all of it 
created – for me – heaven on earth. 
My decision to join the JK was certainly 
from the most impactful decisions of 
my life.
In the battle to educate the uninitiated 
and to provide sound Torah advice to 
the masses, I think we can clearly say, 
“never was so much owed by so many 
to so few.”

What is your advice to the current JK 
avreichim?

You can’t imagine how lucky you are to 
be in the JK! 
Don’t waste a minute; soak up what 
you can from Rebbi and realize that the 
people sitting around you are the future 
leaders of klal yisroel. The relationships 
you forge there will serve you very well 
in the future.

To donate to the Jerusalem Kollel click HERE 

For more information, resources and seminars please visit Rabbi Reuven Epstein‘s website 
marriagepro.co

http://www.thejerusalemkollel.com/donate/
http://marriagepro.co

