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JK News

This month the Kollel arranged a ‘Journey 
to Poland’ that was led by the amazing 
JRoots dream team Rabbi Naftali Schiff, 
Tzvi Sperber and JK alumnus Rabbi 
Jonny Roodyn (see page 4)
The trip was well attended with over 35 
participants including Roshei Chaburah 
Rav Dovid Steinhauer and Rav Gabi 
Kruskal alongside Rabbi Josh Boretsky.
The group experienced four intense days 
in Poland visiting and learning about 
places ranging from the highs of Yeshivas 
Chachmei Lublin, R´ Elimeilech´s Kever 
in Lizhensk and Rema´s shul in Krakow 
to the lows of Majdanek, Zbylatowska 
Gora and Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
Rebbi delivered two shiurim daily via 
Zoom on the sugya of Kiddush HaShem 
accompanied by insights on how to 
process the various thoughts and 
feelings that come up when visiting 
such difficult sites.

We take this opportunity to thank the 
exceptional JRoots team for both making 
this journey possible and for turning 
the journey into an experience that will 
certainly change the participants lives.
We would also like to thank R´Alex 
Wittler for (patiently) organizing the trip 
from our end.

R´Mak Kushner and R´Dovi Braun 
deserve a special thanks for their stirring 
and uplifting musical accompaniment.

Also this month JK alumnus Rabbi 
Shlomo Stilerman (Founder and CEO 
of YEHUDI) shared with the Kollel his 
secrets on fundraising and Rabbi Dovid 
Sorani (CEO at JGSI/LAMP) spoke about 
Networking. 

We’d want to congratulate our esteemed 
alumni who are starting new positions: 

• Rabbi David Azancot 
- Assistant Rabbi and 

Outreach Director 
for Cong. Beth 
Rambam, Houston 
Texas

• Rabbi Akiva 
Rosenblatt - Senior 

Rabbi at Hadley Wood 
Jewish Community, London

May Hashem give them tremendous 
hatzlacha and siyata d´Shmaya in their 
work!

We want to wish the entire JK family
a kosheren and freilichen Pessach! 

The JK Newsletter is published by R´Dovid Gernetz, to contact the publisher click HERE 
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JK SIMCHAS

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Refael Farhi
Bar Mitzva

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Binyomin Rose
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Eliezer Lachman
Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Shlomo Cohen
Baby Girl
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JK HASHKAFA

Being a Jew above all means to feel 
responsible. The Jewish nation was 
put into this world to bring morality to 
humanity and we are responsible for the 
moral state of the world.

That said, how do we digest what is 
going on in Ukraine and what does it 
mean to us?

First and foremost, we thought that the 
modern world had changed and that 
they had accepted that there is now 
a certain inalienable respect for basic 
human values.
Unfortunately, we see now how Western 
society has lied to itself and that nothing 
has changed. 

It seems, sadly, that the world has 
forgotten the lessons of the Second World 
War. We’re still seeing world leaders who 
can just one day decide to swallow other 
countries, and I’m not talking about a 
dictator in a third world country, but the 
leader of a supposedly civilized, world 
superpower. And the reaction of the 
rest of the world has been economic 
sanctions and “condemnation” nicely 
packaged for the nightly news.

The scale of the human tragedy is 
enormous. Civilians are being targeted, 
thousands have been killed, entire 
cities are being flattened by bombs and 
missiles, and millions of people have 
been displaced. Yet the world seems 
unable to stop the destruction. 

Here’s the problem: the world isn’t going 
to change until Klal Yisroel becomes 
what it is supposed to be and teaches 
the world what we’re supposed to 
teach them. We are the final arbiters of 
morality in the world and, as such, have 
to take some responsibility for what is 
happening in Ukraine, indeed for what 
happens in general in the world. 

Are we in a position to be that light 
unto the nations? If we truly were, this 
couldn’t have happened.

The Jewish nation has to change. In order 

for us to take responsibility for humanity, 
we first need to take responsibility for 
the Jewish nation and we have to remind 
the Jewish people that we are about our 
values, not our money and certainly not 
just about food.

To do this, first we have to get clear what 
our holy Torah is and what it is capable of 
doing to us. It’s not about turning us into 
academics, rather it’s about changing 
our whole self. Integrating Torah into 
our beings will see us radiating love, 
understanding clearly right from wrong, 
and living fully with morality and ethics.

We want to understand the challenges 
of being a human being and realize 
that we are always involved in a battle 
between our instincts and our real 
yearning for greatness. 

We have to know this, but we also have 
to share it with everyone we can. We 
have to tell Klal Yisroel that being a Jew 
is standing up for morality, on every level, 
beginning with a personal one so that 
the nation can shine, so that humanity 
will look different. That is the only thing 
that will do it. 

We think (and hope) that horrible events 
happening in the world will teach people 
about truth and morality and the need 
for basic respect for human life, but we 
see again that the lessons haven’t been 
learned. If World War II wasn’t shocking 
enough, we can’t expect anything to 
teach them other than Klal Yisroel who 
has been given this mission by Hashem. 
This is our responsibility.

So, do what you can for the Jews in 
Ukraine? Feel for them, care about them, 
do what you can to help them, and also 
feel for all of humanity that is unsafe 
until Klal Yisroel changes. As shocking as 
it is, the world is no safer than it was just 
before the outbreak of the Second World 
War. In fact, it’s worse because now we 
have nuclear weapons. The only way to 
change that is to change Klal Yisroel. 
And we have to start now!

How should we look at the world’s current state?

written by Rabbi Zvi Gefen



JK ALUMNI
In this edition we are featuring an 
exclusive interview with the Rav of 
Mordy’s Shteibel and of course JK 
alumnus, Rabbi Binyomin Weinrib:

As the Rav 
of Mordy´s Shteibel 
in Lakewood, 
do you feel that 
people need a more 
“chilled” community 
instead of the 
traditional serious and 
formal community? 

I don’t think it is a question of chilled 
vs. traditional. Rather the question 
needs to be what is the role of a Shul/
community and a Rav.
A Shul/community should not be 
created with a specific mold and type 
and then try to fit the people into mold. 
Rather it needs to be created for the 
people. The job of a Rav is to get to 
know his community well and see what 
will work for them. Having a shul which 
is focused on the individuals will allow 
for more innovation and real Ovdei 
Hashem. 

Do you think that Chassidus is the cure 
to the common lack of “geshmack” in 
yiddishkeit?     

I think that ensuring one has a real 
relationship with Hashem and His 
mitzvos is the “cure”. To act as a Frum 
Jew simply because your father and 
grandfather were Frum, is not going to 
be geshmack for anyone. 
The Torah tells us that Yitzchok Avinu 
dug the same wells that Avraham his 
father dug. We all need to go through 
the digging of Avraham even if we 
were born to parents like Avraham and 
Sarah.
Some will drink from the wellsprings 
of Chassidus, others from the world of 
machshavah, Rav Hutner, Rav Moshe 
Shapiro, the Maharal, and some from 
the more classic seforim. 
But the focus needs to be on ensuring 
that one’s Yiddishkeit is filled with vitality, 
making it something meaningful to 
you.

What is your opinion regarding the 
“Thank you Hashem” movement?

I prefer not to comment on “movements.” 
But as the Rambam says, the way to 
love Hashem is to discover His goodness 
and greatness. Just working to be more 
cognizant throughout the day of all the 
good Hashem does for you is an easy 
and surefire way to succeed in making 
Hashem a reality in your life. 

What is generally the biggest challenge/
difficulty that you are facing? 

Ensuring that my growth is not in 
relation to those around me, but in 
relation to my own potential. It is easy 
to look around and pat yourself on 
the back for how much you are doing 
compared to others. The true challenge 
is living up to your own capabilities and 
sending goals based on your strengths 
and challenges. 

What makes the JK unique?

The variety of backgrounds that come 
together to form the tapestry of the 
Kollel, united with one mission of getting 
close and helping others get close to 
Hashem. The wide range of personalities 
and interests, allows everyone there to 
truly grow and hear other perspectives 
allowing for greater Ahavas Yisroel and 
more well-rounded people.

What is your advice to the current JK 
avreichim?

Listen to everything Rebbe and the other 
Roshei Chaburah have to offer and take 
notes on it. There have been countless 
times where I heard something that, 
while in the kollel seemed irrelevant and 
unimportant, became an issue I was 
dealing with, and I found myself wishing 
I had listened better or had taken better 
notes. 
Secondly, take advantage of the 
great camaraderie and develop real 
relationships with the chevra there. 
These friends will be very helpful when 
you are “out there” and can use some 
advice or a listening ear.



עכ

 building leaders
who care

To donate to the Jerusalem Kollel click HERE 

JK Journey to POLAND

To view the full ´Journey to Poland 2022´ Gallery click HERE
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