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JK News

On Chol HaMoed Pesach a JK Alumni BBQ 
get together took place in Beit Shemesh 
hosted by JK alumnus R´Yitzy Gross.  
The participants included 
both past and present staff, 
talmidim and of course Rabbis 
Blackman and Boretsky.  

The highlight of this month 
was the Kollel’s very successful 
fundraising campaign 
titled “Empowering Leaders, 
Inspiring Lives” and was led by our 
dedicated campaign committee 
under the stewardship of our 
executive director R´Josh Boretsky.  
In total the Kollel raised almost $830,000 
surpassing the original goal of $650,000. 
We take this opportunity to thank 
not only the dedicated campaign 
committee but each and every one of 
you that donated or facilitated donations 
to ensure that Rebbe is able to continue 
his mission of empowering young 

leaders to inspire young (and old) lives. 

We’d want to congratulate our 
esteemed alumni who are starting 

new positions: 

• Rabbi Mak Kushner - YP 
Kiruv for Yehudi in Brickell, 
Miami

• Rabbi Sachi Rubin - YP 
Kiruv for Yehudi in FL/MB

• Rabbi Josh Abramowitz - Campus 
Kiruv for Yehudi, FIU, Miami

• Rabbi Ezra Balsam - Outreach for 
Ohrsom, Sydney, Australia

May Hashem give them tremendous 
hatzlacha and siyata d´Shmaya in their 
work!

A heartfelt Mazel Tov to Rebbe and 
his Rebbetzin upon their daughter’s 
engagement to Yehuda Simcha Lerner 
from Kiryat Sefer!
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JK SIMCHAS

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Chaim Leizorek
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Meir Jacobs
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Shlomo Stilerman
Baby Boy

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Yehuda Abenson
 Baby Boy

  Rabbi & Rebbetzin Shlomo Farhi
Daughter´s engagement

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Eli Meystel
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Yaakov Laredo
 Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Shmuel Becher
 Baby Boy

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Aryeh Berenbaum
Baby Boy

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Shlomo Schwimmer
Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Dovid Visser 
Baby Boy

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Shlomo Brukirer
Baby Boy

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Yaakov Wohlgelernter
Baby Girl

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Berkovits
Daughter´s engagement

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Yossi Censor 
Baby Boy

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Yonason Jaffit
Bar Mitzva

Rabbi & Rebbetzin Ari Heitner
Bar Mitzva
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JK HASHKAFA

The single most important tool a person 
needs in life is simchas hachayim - 
happiness. The same is true for being 
successful in raising healthy children.
What is happiness? 
Chazal explain the posuk, “Kol 
haneshama tehalel Kah” - Al kol 
neshimah u’neshimah tehalel Kah. 
Every breath of life demands a Hallel. 
Although an involuntary reflex, each 
and every breath expresses: “Baruch 
Hashem I’m alive.” In breathing, one is 
literally inhaling life, filling his lungs with 
an expression of, “I want to live because I 
love this life Hashem is giving me.”
In child-raising it is straight and 
simple: we must communicate to our 
children that it’s good to be alive. A 
child’s indoctrination into life and all its 
endeavors must be in an environment of 
simchas hachayim, filled with a desire 
to live, and the joy to be alive. 
If a child grows up with the attitude of 
noach lo shelo nivra, the parents have 
failed, for in absence of happiness, one 
cannot get anywhere in life. Suffusing a 
child’s environment with happiness is a 
matter of veritable pikuach nefesh, for 
without it children grow up depressed, 
simply lacking a desire to live. 

Suicide exists in different forms and 
varying degrees; the self-destruction 
of sabotaging one’s own chances for 
success in life, whether in children, teens, 
or adults, often boils down to a deep lack 
of simchas hachayim.
Also, happy people don’t steal and 
they don’t kill. Happy people can take 
insults, they are not spiteful, hateful, and 
vengeful. Basically, all the middos tovos 
in the world call for simcha. 
Happiness in the home is so critical, 
because it is the first thing children pick 
up on. They instinctively sense, with 
an almost uncanny precision, if their 
surroundings are happy and alive, or 
otherwise. And they don’t just notice, 
but are directly affected by their parents’ 
state of happiness. 
The starting point for producing happy 
children is for parents to be happy 
themselves, allowing happiness to 
spread into the home, where it can work 
its magic. Happiness is from the greatest 

gifts one can give his children. And it´s 
contagious! There are few things in life 
as difficult to ignore as a full smile.
Parents should allow their personal 
simcha to permeate the home. They 
must consciously communicate to 
their children that it’s good to be alive 
in everything they do. There should be 
simcha to see the child and for family 
members to see each other. There should 
be simcha poured into every piece of life. 
Self happiness is the starting point. 
Parents need to work on this from day 
one, without cease. Parents have an 
obligation to give their children a happy 
home - and happy parents.

Parents need not wait until Purim to 
create a home environment where things 
are always happy and exciting. Children 
have to see a parent’s smile; simchas 
hachayim should be written all over 
them. Children should see exuberance, 
even under adverse circumstances.
This is not to advocate constant leitzanus 
in the home, (although periodic leitzanus 
can be helpful at times), but the home 
must be filled with simcha. This does 
not mean no discipline, no rules, or 
an environment of hefkerus. It means, 
simply, simcha. It means that whatever 
one is doing is fascinating, is good, and 
there’s always a smile. 
Even when discipline is called for, the 
most a child should see is a firm face, 
and even that should not be too often. 
Needless to say, children should never 
experience resentment or sinah on a 
parent’s face. 
It is good to get into the habit of doing 
things specifically to give the children 
simcha. When giving the child a present, 
it is goods to be mindful that one is 
making his child happy, providing them 
with simcha. Children really feel it, and 
are so positively affected by these things. 
Happy parents and a happy home 
– coupled with a conscious effort to 
impart this happiness to children – is 
the first and most crucial step in raising 
children in an environment which will 
provide them with the tools necessary 
to confront life as they grow. With few 
exceptions, happy children become 
healthy people.

Happy children become healthy people

written by Rabbi Zvi Gefen



JK ALUMNI
In     this  edition we are featuring an 
exclusive interview with the famous 
author, former JK Rosh Chabura, founder 
of “Kinyan Hilchos Shabbos” and of 
course JK alumnus, Rabbi 
Yehonasan Gefen:

Your short dvar 
Torah on the 
parsha (or yomin 
tovim) are going 
around the world 
and were translated 
into French, Spanish, 
Portuguese, German and Russian. 
What makes your articles unique? 

From the feedback I receive, people 
seem to appreciate the fact that my 
articles do not just bring out theoretical 
ideas, but share lessons that apply to our 
daily lives. I learnt to do this primarily 
from Rebbe.

You founded Kinyan Hilchos Shabbos, 
a program for the wide public to learn 
hilchos Shabbos based on Rebbi´s 
sheets. How did this come about? 

Many years ago, I wanted to teach a few 
baal habatim Rebbe’s sheets. A Rabbi in 
my neighborhood – Rabbi Dan Channen 
– encouraged me to translate the sheets 
into English so that people on all levels 
or with lack of time could also learn 
halacha in a deeper way.  
Baruch HaShem, with Rebbe’s 
encouragement, I did this for many years 
and it went well, but it really expanded 
a couple of years ago when another JK 
alumnus, my good friend and now also 
a partner, Rabbi Yakov Pesah, joined me 
and we began promoting the Hilchos 
Shabbos Program around the world. 
Rabbi Pesah brought in the expertise 
in online Torah education, digital 
marketing, and building international 
Torah learning programs. 
B’hashgacha, this also coincided with 
the expanded use of Zoom, so now I 
could start people teaching all over 
the world. Thanks to these factors, 
the program grew exponentially, and, 
Baruch HaShem, we receive fantastic 
feedback from people all over the world 

who say that this has transformed their 
learning, how they keep halacha, and 
it has given them the confidence to 
believe that they can know halacha. 
More recently, we have expanded to 
translating the Center of Jewish Values’ 
amazing sources sheets in Bein Adam 
L’Chaveiro that were written by Rebbe, 
and we also have a very popular program 
in Bein Adam L’Chaveiro for women. 
Iy”H we soon plan to start a Hilchos 
Shabbos program for women, as well.

What is generally the biggest 
challenge/difficulty that you are 
facing?  

The advantage of online teaching is 
also its own disadvantage as it lacks 
the personal connection. To alleviate 
that somewhat, we plan to travel to the 
US where most of the participants are, 
in order to develop a stronger personal 
connection.

What makes the JK unique?
 
In one word – Rebbe – having such 
a unique Talmid Chacham who is so 
expert in Halacha, Hashkafa, Eizsa, 
and taking responsibility is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity.  
In my 13 years in the Kollel, and manmy 
many seudas preidas that I attended, 
the common theme was how Rebbe 
had changed our attitudes to believe we 
can be big and make great changes in 
the world. The results are obvious in the 
fact that there are hundreds of alumni 
who are making great impact all over 
the world.
I would also add that the atmosphere 
of idealism permeates the whole Kollel. 
I merited to be in the Kollel hanhala 
for many years, and can testify to the 
mesiras nefesh of Rabbi Blackman and 
Rabbi Boretsky in ensuring that the 
Kollel is able to flourish.

What is your advice to the current JK 
avreichim?

Take advantage of the fact that you have 
access to Rebbe, and develop as much 
of a kesher as possible with him.



עכ

 building leaders
who care

To donate to the Jerusalem Kollel click HERE 
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